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tour to promote his powerful message of 
peace, cooperation, and respect for all. His 
first stop was Rhode Island’s Brown Univer-
sity. His message of peace resonated with 
Rhode Islanders because he sought what so 
many people seek—a peaceful world for him-
self and others. 

His quiet and selfless work has served as 
an important example to all those who work 
toward peace and harmony. A few years ago, 
I was proud to help dedicate a statue por-
traying Sri Chinmoy in Roger Williams Park to 
celebrate the World Harmony Run, founded by 
Sri Chinmoy, which seeks to strengthen inter-
national ties and promote friendship. Provi-
dence is among the many cities in America 
and across the world that recognize the 
peaceful principles taught by Sri Chinmoy. In 
fact, there are over 100 countries that partici-
pate in the World Harmony Run. 

On the 50th anniversary of Sri Chinmoy’s 
arrival to America, it is important that we re-
member his message and renew our commit-
ment to make the world a more peaceful 
place. His leadership is sorely missed, but his 
spirit and message live on. As he so aptly de-
scribed: ‘‘we are all seekers, and our goal is 
the same: to achieve inner peace, light, and 
joy, to become inseparably one with our 
Source, and to lead lives full of true satisfac-
tion.’’ 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
SHIRLEY BLUITT LEONARD 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize beloved 
wife, mother, grandmother, Mrs. Shirley Bluitt 
Leonard, who passed away on Sunday, April 
13, surrounded by her family. Mrs. Leonard 
was born in Mexia, TX to John C. Bluitt and 
Katie Wiley Bluitt Hurd. She graduated from 
Dunbar High School of Mexia in 1953. In 
1956, she received the B.A. degree in Busi-
ness from Wiley College in Marshall, TX. She 
earned the Master of Education from Prairie 
View A&M University (formerly Prairie View 
A&M College) in 1964. It was at Prairie View 
A&M University, on the steps of Suarez Hall, 
that she met her husband of 50 years Joe. E. 
Leonard, Sr. on February 28, 1964. Joe and 
Shirley Leonard graduated from the Master’s 
program at PVAMU, marching together in 
May, 1964. She soon became certified as an 
educator in the State of Texas in Supervision 
and as a Reading Specialist, and subse-
quently took graduate education courses at 
the University of North Texas and Colorado 
University in Denver. 

Mrs. Leonard’s lifelong passion was edu-
cating others. During the course of her profes-
sional career, she taught in the Cleburne Inde-
pendent School District, Aldine I.S.D., Austin 
I.S.D., and served as a Reading Specialist 
throughout the state of Texas. In the latter 
role, she supervised and coordinated the Title 
I Reading Program for the Austin Independent 
School District and coordinated programs for 
the Texas Youth Commission, formerly known 
as the Texas Youth Council. Mrs. Leonard 
was also a small business entrepreneur who 
owned and operated a beauty and fashion 
boutique for several years. 

Mrs. Leonard was the mother of Dr. Joe E. 
Leonard, Jr., whom I also know personally 
through his work serving as Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and previously as the lead staff 
member for the Congressional Black Caucus. 
Mrs. Leonard, a vivacious, spirited, and loving 
presence among her family, friends, and the 
many students she taught over the years, will 
be deeply missed. I extend my deepest con-
dolences to the Leonard family during this 
time of grieving. Our country has benefitted 
immensely from Mrs. Leonard’s career and 
her memory will continue to inspire others. 
Through her life she has created positive path-
ways for many future generations. 
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Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lt. Col. Edward Cook as the 2014 
recipient of the Exceptional Community Volun-
teer Award at the United Way of Central New 
York Achievements in Caring Celebration at 
the Palace Theatre in Syracuse, New York. 

Lt. Col. Edward Cook, a member of the 
174th Attack Wing based in Syracuse, is the 
standard bearer of dedication and commitment 
in serving his local community. Lt. Col. Cook 
lead a team of volunteers to collect food and 
toys during Drop Off Day for the Salvation 
Army’s biggest event of the year—Christmas 
Bureau. Lt. Col. Cook coordinates all the logis-
tics with his team to deliver food and toys, first 
to the Salvation Army, then to the Oncenter 
distribution point. The process culminates with 
Distribution Day, where Lt. Col. Cook once 
again leads his team to serve over 2,700 fami-
lies who are most in need in Central New 
York. 

The level of commitment shown throughout 
the Christmas Bureau process is remarkable, 
particularly this past year’s Drop Off Day, 
where Lt. Col. Cook and his team braved 
below zero temperatures outside to make sure 
the logistical intake of food and toys ran 
smoothly. 

This operation would simply not happen 
without Lt. Col. Edward Cook and his team. Lt. 
Col. Cook is present at every planning meet-
ing throughout the year, and is always one of 
the first to step up to the plate for any other 
volunteer opportunity that may arise. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize Lt. Col. Edward Cook as this year’s re-
cipient of the Exceptional Community Volun-
teer Award. We can only hope that all of us 
strive to have the same selfless dedication 
that Lt. Col. Edward Cook exhibits not only in 
protecting our freedom with the 174th Attack 
Wing, but in and around the community that 
we call home. 

A SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE WILD 
HORSE AND BURRO MANAGE-
MENT STRATEGY 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
as an advocate over the years for wild horses, 
I rise today to join a chorus of advocates in 
urging the Bureau of Land Management to im-
plement a safer and more sustainable wild 
horse and burro management strategy. Along 
with a majority of Americans, I recognize that 
our federally-protected wild horses and burros 
are national treasures to be protected and pre-
served for future generations. 

For decades, the agency has pursued an 
unsustainable and highly controversial ap-
proach to wild horse management. Today, the 
U.S. government maintains more wild horses 
in captivity than remain free in the wild. At the 
same time, the Bureau is underutilizing prov-
en, cost-effective and humane alternatives for 
wild horse management that would keep wild 
horses on the range and avert the need for 
roundups, removals, sale and slaughter. This 
is an untenable situation, both for America’s 
wild horses and for American taxpayers. 

A June 2013 report by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences recommended using avail-
able fertility control as a ‘‘more affordable op-
tion than continuing to remove horses to long- 
term holding facilities.’’ I urge the agency to fix 
what is not working and to move toward these 
science-based recommendations. I stand 
ready to engage in a constructive dialogue 
with my colleagues and with agency officials 
to implement much needed changes to the 
current management program and to provide a 
more certain future for America’s wild horse 
and burros. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
May 01, 2014 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s record. 
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